
BOARD OF APPEALS
                                                                                                                     09-03
The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) of the Town of Dedham, Mass. held a public hearing on January 27, 2009 in the Town Office Building, Bryant Street, Dedham.

Present were members of the ZBA, John F. Kearney, Esq., Chairman, Robert Smith, Clerk,  and James McGrail, Esq.  In the absence of  Members Greg Jacobsen and Scott Steeves,  the Chairman appointed Associate members JH Rumpp and Patrick Maguire to sit in their places.           Nine hearings were duly advertised for this meeting of the ZBA in accordance with the requirements of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11.

The Chairman called for the 7:45 PM hearing on the appeal of Clarine Usher-Chen  (Applicant) to be allowed  a dimensional variance for a front yard set-back of 20 feet,  instead of the required twenty-five (25) ft for the construction of a covered porch.  Property is located at 29 Sanderson Ave. in a Single Residence B District. Zoning By-Law 4.1 Table 2 (MGL Chapter 40A Section 10 and 14 (3).
Applicant represented herself.    
The one-page minutes from the hearing are the primary source of evidence and are incorporated herein by reference.
Applicant presented a plot plan, drawn by Vancura & Brennan of Newburyport, MA, and dated November 9, 2008. 
The plot plan shows a  2 story wooden frame dwelling on 5,933 sq. ft. of land.
Applicant proposes to construct a 10 ft X 4.5 ft covered porch addition. The porch will come within 20 ft. of the front yard setback instead of the 25 ft. required by the zoning by- law. A dimensional variance is necessary to obtain a building permit.
No one at the hearing had any objections to granting the request.
On a motion made and duly seconded the ZBA voted unanimously to grant the dimensional variance requested. The ZBA finds that Applicant would endure a substantial hardship if she were not allowed to improve the property.   There is no detriment to the public good or derogation in the intent or purpose of the zoning by law by granting the relief.
No dimensional variance shall issue until twenty days have elapsed from the date of filing of this decision with the Dedham Town Clerk. Applicant is further advised that the decision should be filed in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds/Land Court. The Dedham Building Department will not issue a building permit without evidence of such filing.
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