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DECISION
Case # VAR-8-09-1100

Applicant:  Federal Realty Trust (owner)

Address:  725 Providence Highway, Dedham, MA
Date of Hearing:  September 22, 2009
Date of Filing:  October 28, 2009

The Dedham Zoning Board of Appeals (“Zoning Board of Appeals”) of the Town of Dedham, Massachusetts held a public hearing on Tuesday, September 22, 2009.  Present were the following members of the Board of Appeals, Acting Chair Robert Smith, Board Members Gregory Jacobsen, Scott Steeves, Patrick Maguire, and JH Rumpp.  The hearing was duly advertised for the meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals in accordance with MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11.


The Acting Chair called for the 7:00 p.m. hearing on the appeal of Federal Realty to be allowed waivers from the Town of Dedham Sign Code to replace an existing nonconforming free-standing pylon sign with a new free-standing pylon sign having a height of 25 feet and a total maximum signage area of 244 square feet in accordance with Section 8F of the Town of Dedham Sign Code in a Highway Business Zone.  The proposed sign will reduce the total sign area by 130 square feet and be 65 percent instead of the maximum 70 percent of the total sign area.  The property is located at 725 Providence Highway in a Highway Business Zoning District, Dedham Sign Code Sections 8F, 11, Table 2.
Petitioner was represented by Attorney Kevin F. Hampe, 411 Washington Street, Dedham, MA.  Also present on behalf of the Petitioner was John Seeley, Principal of Selbert Perkins Design.  Attorney Hampe presented the Board with a three-page memorandum with attached plans depicting the height, style, and location of the sign in relation to the street and property lines.  The transcript from the hearing is the primary source of evidence and is incorporated herein by reference.


The Petitioner wishes to replace the non-conforming free-standing pylon sign located at the main entrance to the Plaza with a new free-standing pylon sign.  The existing sign is 23.6 feet high and has a signage area of 374 square feet.  The Petitioner is requesting a waiver to allow the new free-standing pylon sign to be 25 feet high with a sign area of 244 square feet.  The new sign will be located in the same location and have the same setback from the highway as the existing sign on the site.  The sign will be more in conformance with the other signs located on the site and be more aesthetically pleasing.


The Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the Petitioner has satisfied the procedural requirements set forth in Section 8F, 11 and Table 2 of the Dedham Sign Code.  The Petitioner submitted the design for the new sign to DRAB in May 2009, August 2009, and September 2009, and as of the meeting date, the Board had not received a written opinion as to the sign request.


No one spoke in opposition to the relief sought by the Petitioner.  Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the Zoning Board of Appeals voted unanimously to grant the waivers to the Dedham Sign Code and to allow the replacement of the existing nonconforming free-standing sign with a new nonconforming free-standing sign that will have a height of 23.6 feet and a total maximum signage of 244 square feet.


The Board of Appeals finds that in granting the Petitioner relief that the relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good without nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent of purpose of the Sign Code.

Applicant is advised that no special permit will become effective until twenty days have expired from the date of filing of this decision with the Dedham Town Clerk. Applicant is further advised that the Dedham Building Department will not issue a building permit unless Applicant has evidence of filing of this decision in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds or Land Court.
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