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DECISION

Case #  VAR-03-10-1208
Applicant:   Laura Carroll  
Address:    157 Vine Rock Street, Dedham, Massachusetts
Date of Hearing:   April 21, 2010
Date of Filing:  
The Zoning Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) of the Town of Dedham, Massachusetts held a public hearing on April 21, 2010, at 7 p.m., in the Town Office Building, Bryant Street, Dedham, MA in the Town Office Building, Bryant Street, Dedham, MA.  Present at the hearings were members of the ZBA, James F. McGrail, Esq., Chairman, J. Gregory Jacobsen, and E. Patrick Maguire.  In the absence of Member Scott M. Steeves, the Chairman appointed Associate Member J.H. Rumpp to sit in his place. The hearings and meetings of the ZBA were duly advertised in accordance with the requirements of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11.
At 9:13 p.m. on April 21, 2010, the Chairman called for the hearing on the appeal of Laura Carroll (Applicant) to be allowed a side yard setback of 5.2 and 5.0 feet instead of the required fifteen (15) feet, and a front yard setback of 14.1 and 16 feet instead of the required 20 feet for construction of an addition including basement measuring 20 x 24 feet.  The property is located at 157 Vine Rock Street in a General Residence (GR) Zoning District. Zoning By-Law 4.0 of the Dimensional Regulations (MGL Chapter 40A Section 10).
The one page minutes from the hearing is the primary source of evidence and is incorporated herein by reference. 
The Applicant presented a certified plot plan dated March 17, 2010, from Norwood Engineering in Norwood, Massachusetts.
The Applicant wishes to expand her house with a 20 x 24 foot addition, including basement, as she and her husband will soon be adopting an infant.  The plot plan depicts a single family structure on about 4,787 square feet of land. She requires a side yard setback of 5.2 and 5.0 feet instead of the required fifteen (15) feet, and a front yard setback of 14.1 and 16 feet instead of the required 20 feet.
On a motion made and duly seconded, the Zoning Board of Appeals voted unanimously to grant the dimensional variance requested. The ZBA finds that the Applicant has carried the burden of proof required under MGL Chapter 40A, Section 10, specifically that Applicant would experience a hardship if not allowed to add a bedroom to the rear of his house. In addition, there appears to be no detriment to the public good or derogation in the intent and purpose of the zoning by law by granting the relief.

No dimensional variance/building permit shall issue until twenty (20) days have elapsed from the date of filing of this decision with the Dedham Town Clerk. Applicant is further advised that the decision should be filed in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds/Land Court. The Dedham Building Department will not issue a building permit without evidence of such filing.
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