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NOTICE OF DECISION

Case # VAR-7-09-1087

Applicant:  Minuteman Press

Address:  35 Enterprise Drive, Dedham, MA 
Date of Hearing:   8/25/09
Date of Filing:  9/15/09
The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) of the Town of Dedham, Mass. held a public hearing on August 25, 2009 in the Selectmen’s Chambers at the Town Office Building, located on 26 Bryant Street in Dedham, MA.

Present were members of the ZBA, James F. McGrail, Esq. Chairman, Robert Smith, Gregory Jacobsen and Scott Steeves.  Patrick Maguire filled in due to the present vacancy on the ZBA.  Public notices of this hearing were duly advertised for this meeting of the ZBA in accordance with the requirements of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11.

The Chairman called for the 7:30 PM hearing on the appeal of Minuteman Press, 35 Enterprise Drive, Dedham, MA (applicant) to be allowed a special permit and waiver from the Dedham Sign Code for placement of a nonconforming internally illuminated sign measuring 3’ x 10’, 6.5” deep and on the overhang of the building.  The property is located at 35 Enterprise Drive in the Research, Development and Office (RDO) zoning district (Dedham Sign Code Section 8.b and 8.f.).

Applicant was represented by Brian Davis, owner of Minuteman Press.  
The four page transcript from the hearing is the primary source of evidence and is incorporated herein by reference.
The Applicant proposes to replace the existing sign attached to the overhang with an internally illuminated sign to conform to all of the new construction and upgrades that have take n place on Enterprise Drive.  The present sign weighs around 70 pounds and the new sign will weigh about 47 pounds.  The proposed sign is more fully shown on the pictures submitted by the Applicant.  

The proposed sign will maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment along Enterprise Drive.  Moreover, the proposed facility meets the standards set forth in the Sign Code as follows:
· The proposed sign will not result in substantial detriment to the public good and will not nullify or substantially derogate from the purpose and intent of the by-law.

The Design Review Board in a letter dated August 7, 2009, recommended approval of the proposed sign and supports the Applicant’s interest in seeking a replacement landscaping material that will not block the sign band. 

No one at the hearing had any objections.
On a motion made and duly seconded the ZBA unanimously voted to grant the special permit with the condition that the sign only be allowed to be internally illuminated until 10:00 p.m. (EST) each evening. Pursuant to the Dedham Sign Code and in accordance with the application made and the plans submitted, the ZBA requires that the proposed sign be constructed consistent with the pictures and documents submitted with the application

Applicant is advised that no special permit will become effective until twenty days have expired from the date of filing of this decision with the Dedham Town Clerk. Applicant is further advised that the Dedham Building Department will not issue a building permit unless Applicant has evidence of filing of this decision in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds or Land Court.
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