
BOARD OF APPEALS

09-31
The Zoning Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) of the Town of Dedham, Massachusetts held public hearings on March 31, 2009, in the Town Office Building, Bryant Street, Dedham, MA.  (In the absence of Chairman John F. Kearney, Robert Smith sat as Acting Chairman.)  Present were members of the ZBA, Acting Chairman Robert Smith, Scott Steeves, Greg Jacobsen and James McGrail.  In the absence of Chairman John F. Kearney, the Acting Chairman appointed E. Patrick Maguire to sit in his place. The hearings were duly advertised for this meeting of the ZBA in accordance with the requirements of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11.
At 7:19 p.m., the Chairman called the hearing on the appeal of Sleepy’s, 350 Providence Highway(Applicant) to be allowed a waiver from the Dedham Sign Code for two existing wall signs to be internally illuminated with red LED lighting.  The property is located in a Central Business Zoning District   Dedham Sign Code 7 c. (3) and 7 (c) (5)
Applicant was represented by Tim Sullivan of Barlo Signs, Hudson, NH. Mr. Sullivan submitted several drawings of the sign locations on the building.  The transcript from the hearing is the primary source of evidence and is incorporated herein by reference. 

The Design Review Advisory Board reviewed the application and commented that even though the Dedham Sign Code did not allow for illumination in a Central Business District, the DRAB members suggested that the location was along Providence Highway where Highway Business is the predominant zoning and to prohibit illumination would be ubiquitous. (Ref: 3/9/2009 letter from DRAB).
The hearing was continued to April 21, 2009. Mr. Sullivan represented the Applicant. Mr. Sullivan was advised that the ZBA intended to vote on the matter. Since only four members from the March 31 hearing were present (Associate Member McGuire was absent), The Applicant would need a unanimous vote to grant the waiver.
No one appeared in opposition to the application.  After further discussion, the four members of the ZBA voted unanimously to grant the waiver requested.  
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