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DECISION
Case # VAR-06-11-1392 
Applicant:  Back Bay Signs for 1800Mattress
Address:  385 Providence Highway, Dedham, MA
Map/Lot/Zoning District:  92/55, CB District
Date of Hearing:  July 20, 2011
    Date of Filing:  August 17, 2011
The Town of Dedham, Massachusetts Zoning Board of Appeals (hereinafter, “ZBA”) held Public Hearings on Wednesday, July 20, 2011, in the Lower Conference Room, Town Hall, 26 Bryant Street, Dedham, MA. Present were members of the Zoning Board of Appeals James F. McGrail, Esq., Chairman, J. Gregory Jacobsen, Scott M. Steeves, and Jason L. Mammone, P.E.  In the absence of Member E. Patrick Maguire, the Chairman appointed Jessica L. Porter to sit in his place. The public hearings for this meeting of the ZBA were duly advertised on July 1, 2011, and July 8, 2011, in the Dedham Times in accordance with the requirements of G.L.c. 40A, § 11. The ZBA meeting notice was duly posted in accordance with the provisions of G.L.c. 39, § 23A, as amended.

At 7:27 p.m. on Wednesday, July 20, 2011, the Chairman called for the hearing on the petition of Back Bay Sign for 1800 Mattress (“Applicant”) to be allowed waivers from the Town of Dedham Sign Code for internal illumination at 385 Providence Highway, Dedham, MA.  In addition, the Applicant is seeking waivers from the Town of Dedham Sign Code for total sign area. Town of Dedham Sign Code Section 7.c Illumination and Table 2 Sign Dimensions and Location
The Applicant submitted the following materials to the Zoning Board of Appeals:

· Zoning Board of Appeals application, request for abutters list, and authorization form for publication in The Dedham Times
· Supporting statement for the variance

· Approval from the landlord, Julie A. Hanna of 385 Providence Highway Real Estate LLC

· Letter from the Design Review Advisory Board in support of the signage

· Renderings of the proposed signage as prepared by the Icon Companies

· Photographs of existing conditions

· Plot plans of 385 Providence Highway, supplied by the landlord
The one-and-a-quarter-page transcript from the hearing is the primary source of evidence and is incorporated herein by reference.
The Applicant was represented by Jason Parillo of Back Bay Signs. 1-800 Mattress will be taking over the present Sleepy’s store, and they will need new signage.  The proposed signage will require internal illumination, and it is slightly more signage than allowed, although smaller than what had been approved for Sleepy’s. One sign will be 
57.38 square feet, which is 9% of the building area, more than the allowed 5%.   The existing sign is 84 square feet. The second sign will be 89.44 square feet, which is 7% of the total wall area, more than the allowed 5%. The building itself is 825 square feet for the first sign. 
No one appeared before the Board in favor of or opposed to the application.

On a motion made by J. Gregory Jacobsen and seconded by Scott M. Steeves, the Zoning Board of Appeals voted unanimously (5-0) to grant the requested waivers and relief from the provision of the Dedham Sign Code to for internal illumination and total sign area for property located at 385 Providence Highway.  In granting the relief and waivers, the ZBA finds that (1) the Applicant has satisfied the procedural requirements set forth in the Dedham Sign Code, (2) the relief is recommended by the Design Review Advisory Board and that literal compliance with the provisions of the Sign Code is not practical or is unfeasible, and (3) the same may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of the Sign Code. 
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