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MEETING MINUTES
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450 Washington Street
Dedham, MA 02026

Present: Alexa Asakiewicz, Chair
Leslie Kepner, Vice Chair
John Haven
Bryce Gibson
Regrets: Christine Perec
Staff: Jayson Schultz, Economic Development Planner

Kelli Leahy, Office Manager

The Town of Dedham’s Design Review Advisory Board met at 7:00 p.m. on Sep-
tember 4, 2024, via remote participation. Members of the public were advised that
they could access the virtual meeting several ways:
1. Virtually through the Zoom software program, details of which were given
on the agenda and the town website prior to the meeting.
2. Secondly, members of the public can participate via conference call by di-
aling toll-free, 1-646-558-8656. The meeting ID is 941 7027 2416.
Recordings of this meeting have been made public and are available upon request.

The meeting was called to order and roll call was conducted:
e Alexa Asakiewicz
o Leslie Kepner
e John Haven
e Bryce Gibson
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797 Providence Highway — Dave’s Hot Chicken
+/- 64 sq. ft. and +/- 16 sq. ft. internally illuminated wall signs.

Nicole Handricken from Sign Design was present on behalf of the application. She
explained that Dave’s Hot Chicken will soon move into the Dedham Plaza and her
client is proposing two internally illuminated wall signs.

The first wall sign on the front of the building is rectangular in shape and will total
44.81 square feet in size. It will have a square red aluminum backer and white
acrylic halo lit channel letters that read ‘Dave’s Hot Chicken’.

The second wall sign on the side of the building is circular in shape and will total
12.56 square feet in size. It will have an aluminum fabricated channel logo and
aluminum returns. There will be a vinyl overlay with the black, red, white, and yel-
low Dave’s Hot Chicken name and logo in the center. The circle has a red and grey
border with ‘EST. 2017 Hollywood Blvd.” in small font the lower right-hand corner.

Chair Asakiewicz asked if there will be any painting or general repair work done to
the facade before the signs are mounted. Ms. Handricken replied that she does
not see any fagade repair items on the work order; however, she will speak with
the landlord and/or property manager to share this recommendation.

Vice Chair Kepner and Member Haven expressed their agreement with the recom-
mendation to freshen up and repair the facade.

Chair Asakiewicz added that based on the renderings provided and photos on
Google Earth, the circle sign on the side of the building is proposed to be placed
where lights are currently. She also questioned whether the ‘EST. 2017 Hollywood
Blvd.’ lettering in the bottom right-hand corner of the photo would be legible in such
a small font.

Upon a motion made by Vice Chair Kepner and seconded by Member Gibson, it
was voted to approve the signage as presented with the recommendations that the
facade be repaired and freshened up with a new coat of paint and confirmation
that the placement of the lights on the fagade will not conflict with the proposed
placement of the circular sign.

A roll call vote was taken:

Leslie Kepner — yes
Bryce Gibson — yes
John Haven —yes
Alexa Asakiewicz — yes

The motion passed, 4-0.
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799 Providence Highway — The Halal Guys
+/- 48 sq. ft. and +/- 20 sq. ft. internally illuminated wall signs.

Nicole Handricken from Sign Design was present on behalf of the application. The
Halal Guys will soon be moving into the location next to Dave’s Hot Chicken at the
Dedham Plaza and her client is proposing two internally illuminated signs, one
rectangular wall sign and one circular blade sign.

The wall sign on the front of the building will total approximately 48 square feet in
size with aluminum fabricated channel letters constructed on aluminum returns.
The sign is rectangular in shape with a yellow/orange background and two lines of
red text. The top line reads ‘THE HALAL GUYS’ and the bottom line reads
‘CHICKEN / GYRO / FALAFEL'.

The blade sign will total approximately 20 square feet in size with aluminum fabri-
cated channel letters and aluminum returns. The sign has a yellow/orange back-
ground with lettering at the top that reads “‘THE HALAL GUYS’ and the lettering on
the bottom that reads ‘GYRO AND CHICKEN' in red letters. The logo is in the
middle of the circle, also in red.

Chair Asakiewicz commented on the placement of the wall sign on the building,
noting that as proposed it is not centered above the two doors which could cause
confusion. She suggested placing the sign in the middle of the two doors or cen-
tered above the front door.

Member Haven added that when comparing the rendering to the building photos
from Google Earth, it appears that the wall sign is proposed on a parapet of the
building that does not exist. He inquired as to whether the landlord will be building
a parapet for the purposes of the signage.

Chair Asakiewicz commented that the Board is unable to approve the location of
signage in a space that does not exist, unless Ms. Handricken can confirm that the
parapet will be built there.

Member Haven suggested that discussion on this application be continued to the
October meeting when questions about repairs, painting, and changes to the build-
ing fagade can be answered. In the interim, Ms. Handricken agreed and will speak
with the landlord and obtain answers to these questions.

Upon a motion made by Member Perec and seconded by Vice Chair Kepner, it
was voted to continue discussion on this application to the October 2, 2024 meet-

ing.
A roll call vote was taken:
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Leslie Kepner — yes
Bryce Gibson — yes
Christine Perec - yes
Alexa Asakiewicz — yes

The motion passed, 4-0.

916 Providence Highway — trubella medspa & aesthetics
+/- 10 sq. ft., 9 sq. ft., and 6 sq. ft. internally illuminated wall signs.

Business owner Linda Grosser was present on behalf of the application. Ms.
Grosser explained trubella medspa & aesthetics will soon be moving into the three
vacant commercial spaces at the Dior and she is proposing three wall signs that
are white, backlit, and complementary to those currently on the building.

Ms. Grosser shared renderings of the fagade, commenting that because the space
was originally outfitted for three tenants, the current fagade has three doors, with
spaces for signage above each of the doors. Two doors will be removed and re-
placed with glass windows and the door on the far left will remain and serve as the
entrance to the business.

There are three proposed walls signs across the fagade, one sign centered in each
of the three commercial spaces, for a total of 25.66 square feet. The sign on the
left-hand side of the building will read ‘trubella’, the middle will include the logo,
and the right-hand side will read ‘medspa & aesthetics’.

Vice Chair Kepner and Member Haven commented that the typography on the
website does not match the typography of the building with the font choices, capi-
talization, and spacing. They suggested that either the website or the signage pro-
posal be updated so that it is consistent.

There was a brief discussion about window signage. Ms. Grosser commented that
she has not considered window signage; however, if she chose to in the future, it
would be minimal. Vice Chair Kepner commented that even with minimal window
signage (e.g., the business name across the width of the door), Ms. Grosser will
not go over the allowable square footage.

Member Gibson commented that he likes the logo, however, is concerned that the
way the signage is mounted on the fagade may communicate to the public that
there are separate businesses. He agreed with the earlier comments that all sign-
age be lower case for continuity. He suggested moving the logo from the center to
the right directly next to ‘medspa & aesthetics.’

Chair Asakiewicz commented that the rendering shows all three doors; she be-
lieves that the removal of two doors will help with signage flow and cohesion.
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Upon a motion made by Member Haven and seconded by Member Gibson, it was
voted to approve the sign as presented with the recommendation that all the letters
on the fagade be changed to low case and consideration of moving the logo next
to ‘medspa & aesthetics.’

A roll call vote was taken:

Leslie Kepner — yes
Bryce Gibson — yes
Christine Perec - yes
Alexa Asakiewicz — yes

The motion passed, 4-0.

391 Common Street — Charter Senior Living
+/- 14 sq. ft. and +/- 6 sq. ft. freestanding signs.

Damian Serong from Damian Serong & Associates LLC was present on behalf of
the application. Mr. Serong explained that the two proposed signs reflect the
change in ownership from The Linden at Dedham to Charter Senior Living of Ded-
ham. There will be no increase in size to either the existing double-sided monu-
ment sign or double-sided truck entrance sign.

The monument sign is 20 square feet and will include the Charter Senior Living of
Dedham logo in navy and teal on a white background. The bottom of the sign will
have a blue band with two lines of white text that reads ‘Assisted Living — Memory
Care’ on the top line and ‘391 Common Street’ on the bottom line.

The truck entrance sign is 6 square feet and will be identical in design to the mon-
ument sign.

In response to a question from Chair Asakiewicz, Mr. Serong confirmed that nei-
ther of the signs will be illuminated.

Vice Chair Kepner commented that the design is clean, and the bottom blue band
anchors the signs nicely.

Upon a motion made by Member Haven and seconded by Vice Chair Kepner, it
was voted to approve the signage as presented.

A roll call vote was taken:

Leslie Kepner — yes
Bryce Gibson — yes
Christine Perec - yes
Alexa Asakiewicz — yes
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The motion passed, 4-0.
Meeting Minutes

Upon a motion made by Member Gibson and seconded by Member Gibson, it was
voted to approve the minutes of the August 7, 2024 meeting.

A roll call vote was taken:

John Haven - yes
Bryce Gibson — yes
John Haven - yes
Alexa Asakiewicz — yes

The motion passed unanimously, 4-0.

Adjournment
Upon a motion made by Member Gibson and seconded by Vice Chair Kepner, it
was voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m.

A roll call vote was taken:

Leslie Kepner — Yes
Bryce Gibson — Yes
John Haven — Yes
Alexa Asakiewicz — Yes

Motion passed unanimously, 4-0.
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