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TOWN OF DEDHAM 
Open Space and Recreation Committee 
 
Minutes of June 30, 2024 
 
The following OSRC members were present: 

James Maher – Member At-large, Chair 
Erik DeAvila – Conservation Commission Representative, Vice Chair 
Bob LoPorto – Board of Selectman Designee 
Ryan O’Toole- Park & Recreation Commission 
James McGrail– Planning Board 

 
 

 
Chris Reardon, Conservation Specialist was absent. 
 
James Maher called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.  
 

1. Public comment –None. 
2. OPRC Sub-Committee Re-Organization- Jim Maher asks for nominations: 

Jim Maher nominated by Eric Deavila For Chair, Second by Ryan O’Toole, Vote 
4-0 
Eric Deavila nominated by Ryan O’Toole for Vice Chair, Second by Bob LoPorto, 
Vote 4-0 
Ryan O’Toole, nominated by Eric Deavila for Clerk, Second by Bob LoPorto, 
Vote 4-0. 
 

3. Approved May Meeting Minutes – Postponed 
4. Continued Discussions (if updates available) 

a. Committee reorganization-vacancies posted- most likely won’t be filled to 
the Fall. 

b. GIS Map Update 
i. Per Ryan, He and Amanda from TM office are working on the final 

email to send to Super User feedback. Finalize input June 30th 
and release to Public on July 8th. Joint Meeting with Concom on 
July 25th to provide User feedback. 

c. Clean Up events update- Per Bob, the Paul Park clean up asn’t very 
much, but the bridge area on Cedar Street had 15 bags of trash. Next 



events for June will be Common street, Wilson Mt to Highway and Ames 
Street to Powder House. For July, Washington Street to Halfway Café. 

d. Report on ConCom & OSRSC Town Forest visit- Eric and Jim were able 
to make the visit. This was Jim’s first visit and was pleasantly surprised 
on the access through the forest. Suggestions were given to the ConCom 
members to improve the experience. 

e. Grant Opportunities- Chris Reardon not available to provide updates. 
i. Rana Mana-Doerfer-Dir of Procurement and Grants proved the 

proposed quote of $12,909.00 for 10 signs at various locations 
around town. 

ii. Jim McGrail has if OSRC or ConCom had a policy.  Eric to bring to 
ConCom for an update. 

iii. Discussed wording on signs and it was suggested that “Open 
Dawn to Dusk” be removed from most of the signs due to the 
Town Bylaws, these properties weren’t enforceable by the DPD 
unless in the Bylaws. Eric will bring to the ComCom for input. 

 
5. Open Space and Recreation Plan Review – Tabled till Fall when new members 

join the Sub-Committee. 
6. Old/New business* 

a. Discussed wording on signs and it was suggested that “Open Dawn to 
Dusk” be removed from most of the signs due to the Town Bylaws, these 
properties weren’t enforceable by the DPD unless in the Bylaws. Eric has 
not heard back from ConCom.. 

b. Bob LoPorto last meeting on the OSRC and the Committee thanked him for 
all his contributions the Committee and Community. 

c. Due to a large number of violations,ConCom is looking to do training with 
Home Owners and Developers on Environmental Regulations for Dedham. 
More to follow. 

7. Schedule next meeting 
a. Next Meeting July 25thth, 2024 7:00 pm as a joint meeting with the 

ConCom to give GIS Feedback. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm 
 


