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TOWN OF DEDHAM 
Open Space and Recreation Committee 
 
Minutes of Mar.4, 2024 
 
The following OSRC members were present: 

James Maher – Member At-large, Chair 
Erik DeAvila – Conservation Commission Representative, Vice Chair 
Bob LoPorto – Board of Selectman Designee 
Ryan O’Toole – Parks & Rec Commission 
Matthew Jasmin – Engineer to the Committee 
 

 
OSRC members were absent 

James McGrail– Planning Board 
Edith Graichen – Member At-large, Clerk 

 
Meredith Labelle, Conservation Agent was present. 
 
James Maher called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
 

1. Public comment – Dedham Resident- Stephen Guerriero introduced himself and 
was interested on what our Committee did. We advsed him there openings on 
ConComm Committee. 

2. Approved February Meeting Minutes – unanimous vote 
3. Meredith- Introduction of new Environmental Specialist-Chris Readon, who 

will now be working with the OSRC going forward. 
4.  
5. Continued Discussions (if updates available) 

a. GIS Map Update 
i. Ryan will work with the Park & Recreation Commission to add the 

final details of the GIS Spreadsheet by March 9th and no later 
than the 15th. 

ii. Ryan will provide the finalized information and send it to Bob for 
submission to GIS. 

iii. Timeline- No change – Park & Rec to review information March 
15; OSRC to review April 15; Town Hall staff to review by May 



15th. The group anticipates out to the public by June 1st. Bob will 
review the timeline with GIS staff. 

b. Grant Opportunities Discussion (Signage, Powder House) 
i. Sign Design is getting a quote together for Rana and Meredith. 

 
6. Open Space Transition to Sub-Committee under Conservation Updates 

a. Meredith advised the Committee that the State Atty General has 
approved the Fall TM Article moving the OSRC to a sub-committee under 
the ConCom.  She will be working with the Town Atty on the requirements 
of the Committee Appointments going forward.  

7. Open Space and Recreation Plan Review – Action Plans 
a. The Committee reviewed page 186. 

8. Old/New business* 
a. Bob proved the Committee with updated on the One Bag Event targeted 

for 2 weekends following Earth Day, April 22, 2024. Bob is working with 
Amanda Smith and Dimitria Sullivan to advertise (website) continuation of 
cleanups, scheduled on the 3rd Saturday every month.  

b. Bob is looking to target a varied of locations, but would like to ensure 
safety, (i.e. Needham Street, Common Street). But due to safety issue, it 
too risky for volunteers. 

c. Bob has contacted Dedham companies to support sponsoring cleanups. 
d. Bob has contacted the sheriff’s department to assist with litter crews 

supported by safety setups and they will clean Route 1, Washington 
Street and Sprague Street. 

e. Sadly, Matthew Jasmin – Engineer to the Committee, had advised us that he 
will not be seeking reinstatement to the OSRC due his busy schedule and a 
new baby on the way.  Congratulations to the Jasmin Family. 
 

9. Schedule next meeting 
a. Next Meeting April 1, 2024 6:00 pm 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35pm 
 


