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Minutes of October 17, 2024 

 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and given the current prohibitions on gatherings imposed by 
Governor Baker’s March 23, 2020 “Order Assuring Continued Operation of Essential Services in the 
Commonwealth, Closing Workplaces, and Prohibiting Gatherings of More than 10 People,” this public 
hearing was conducted virtually, as allowed by Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 “Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open Meeting Law,” G.L. c. 30A, §20. 
 
The following Commissioners were present: 

Tim Puopolo, Chair 
Erik DeAvila, Vice Chair  
Nathan Gauthier, Clerk 
Stephanie Radner, Associate 

 
The following Commissioners were absent:  

Leigh Hafrey, Associate 
Elena Taurasi, Associate 

 
The following Staff were present: 

Meredith LaBelle, Conservation Agent 
Patrick Hogan, Stormwater Manager 

 
The following Applicants and/or Representatives were present: 
 
  
 Phil Holden, Applicant for 90 Sandy Valley Road 

Joshua Soares, Representative for Dedham Country Day School 
 Rodcliffe Sinclair, Applicant for 307 Colburn St 
 
 Joshua White, Representative for 56 Stoney Lea Road 
  
Chair Puopolo called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40 and the Dedham Wetlands Bylaw. 
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AGENDA:  
1. Public Comment 

 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor for any conservation questions or general comments from 
members of the public. He received no responses. 
 
2. Stormwater Update 
Patrick Hogan, Stormwater Manager, introduced proposed changes to the existing Stormwater 
Regulations which will include administrative updates, removal of automatic permitting requirements for 
Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU), definition updates for “installation of impervious surface” and 
“impervious surfaces”, allowance for system sizing using dynamic methods, and paving threshold 
revisions. Mr. Hogan explained that these propose changes will be presented in a formal public meeting 
but he wanted to field any questions from the Commissioners first before this meeting.  
 
Mr. Hogan explained how they have received requests to accept all Stormwater Handbook approved 
methods, which will include Dynamic Field. At present, the current model is following the Static sizing 
method. Commissioner DeAvila asked if a Percolation Test will be conducted to determine if the area will 
be static or dynamic. Mr. Hogan explained that each sizing method has its own permeability test with 
requirements of supporting documentation. Commissioner DeAvila asked if an applicant needed to get 
soil testing done in a buffer zone, will they need to come before the Conservation Commission. Agent 
LaBelle responded that exploratory borings or test pits are typically exempt under the Wetlands 
Protection Act, but any permanent installation would need to go through the Conservation Commission.  
 
Mr. Hogan explained proposed revisions to the paving thresholds . The new exemption will include all in-
kind milling and overlay without expansion in a residential driveway, all repaving on residential parcels 
with grading and expansion, and exemption of less than 6,000 ft sq of full-depth repaving on non-
residential parcels without grading or expansion.  
 
Commissioner Radner asked if applicant will still need to notify the Stormwater Manager prior to 
complete milling or overlay to have controlled barrier in place in case it is adjacent to a wetland resource 
area. Mr. Hogan responded that currently there is nothing in the proposed regulations about that but can 
modify them for this change and include them in to have these controls in place. Commissioner DeAvila 
asked if there could be a time limit included for these exemptions because repaving cause sediments 
pollution if left untreated for a long time. Mr. Hogan responded that he could come up with a solution 
that would give an applicant a set time to finish repaving.  
 
 
3. Request for Certificate of Compliance  

3.1. 200 Legacy Place Boulevard – DEP 141-0618 – Access Improvements 
 
Agent LaBelle conducted a site visit to verify that the correct number of signs were installed and to check 
the growth of the landscape islands. She noted no other issues during the visit. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance for DEP 141-0618. Commissioner 
Gauthier seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
 

3.2. 90 Sandy Valley Road (Dedham Country Day School) – DEP 141-0599- Classroom Addition 
Project 

 
Joshua Soares, P.E., from Nitsch Engineering and representative of Dedham Country Day School, provided 
an update on the Notice of Intent. He confirmed that all installations were completed in substantial 
conformance with the design documents, with erosion controls now removed and vegetation fully 
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restored and well-established. The project reached substantial completion this past spring, and after an 
establishment period, the stormwater management system is functioning as intended. Agent LaBelle 
confirmed that the site visit showed everything in excellent condition. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to questions from members of the public. He received no 
responses. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance for DEP 141-0599. Commissioner 
DeAvila seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
 
 
4. New Application 

4.1. 307 Colburn St – RDA 2024-18 - Addition to Existing Residential Structure 
 
Rodcliffe Sinclair, the applicant for 307 Colburn, introduced the project, noting that the work will be 
conducted within the 200-foot Riverfront Area to Motherbrook. He stated the area of disturbance is 
approximately 137 square feet, located where the existing mudroom is. Currently, there are patches of 
bare soil in front of the property, where he plans to add landscaping and trees. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo asked about the existing conditions. Mr. Sinclair responded that the current 
mudroom sits on a dirt and wood foundation, and it will be extended 3-4 feet outward to become part of 
the house. Commissioner Puopolo inquired about the planting plan, to which Mr. Sinclair confirmed that 
landscaping would be focused on the front, as the backyard is already wooded and will remain 
unchanged. He added that no material or equipment storage will impact existing vegetated areas during 
construction. 
 
Commissioner Radner asked if any trees would be removed. Mr. Sinclair responded that two large trees 
leaning towards the street and the house may need to be trimmed or removed to accommodate roof 
repairs. Commissioner Puopolo reminded him of Dedham's 2:1 tree replacement policy for any trees 
removed. Commissioner Radner asked if any additional retaining walls would be built. Mr. Sinclair 
confirmed that no new retaining walls would be added, only repairs to the existing ones. Regarding 
material storage, Mr. Sinclair explained that minimal excavation is required except for creating a crawl 
space under the mudroom, per building code, and that materials would be stored primarily at the front of 
the house or in the basement, with access to the back. Commissioner Radner then asked if erosion control 
measures were in place to prevent runoff into Motherbrook. Mr. Sinclair confirmed they were included in 
the current plan, and his contractors are aware of runoff risks. 
 
Commissioner DeAvila sought clarification on whether a patio or deck would be added near the back 
door. Mr. Sinclair responded that the area would remain grassy with no additions planned. Commissioner 
Radner recommended adding the 2:1 tree replacement requirement and sediment erosion control 
measures as part of the special conditions. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor for questions from members of the public. He received no 
responses. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to issue a Negative Determination of Applicability for RDA 2024-18. 
Commissioner Gauthier seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All 
Commissioners present voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
 
5. Continued Applications 

5.1. 56 Stoney Lea Road – DEP 141-0623 – New Single-Family Dwelling 
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Josh White, from JDE Civil and representative for 56 Stoney Lea Road, provided an update on the project 
plans since the last meeting in early June. After consulting with Stormwater Manager Patrick Hogan, the 
Board of Health, and their peer reviewer, Mr. White decided to remove the area drain, as it was too close 
to the septic system and unnecessary, given that runoff will still flow to the bioretention area. He also 
reviewed updates to the planting plan, which now includes native species in the bioretention area, and 
addressed Commissioner Radner's previous recommendation to replace White Pine trees with Red Cedar. 
 
Commissioner DeAvila asked whether the driveway will be graded to direct stormwater to the 
bioretention area. Mr. White explained that the lowest point is near the start of the driveway at the 
property line, allowing runoff from the line outward to flow toward the road, while runoff inward will go 
to the bioretention area. 
 
Commissioner Radner inquired if the number of trees slated for removal had increased since the original 
proposal, expressing concern about potential removals outside the designated area. Mr. White confirmed 
that only trees within the proposed area would be removed. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor for questions from members of the public. He received no 
responses. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to draft Order of Conditions for DEP 141-0623. Commissioner DeAvila 
seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present voted “aye”, 
and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
 
6. Minutes 

 
Commissioner DeAvila made a motion to approve the minutes for the 10/03 meeting as drafted. 
Commissioner Radner seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners 
present voted “aye” and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
7. Agent’s Report  
 
Agent LaBelle reported that Dave Gordon reached out regarding the upcoming Envirothon event at 
Dedham High School in May 2025. He requested permission to dig a test hole on town property to teach 
students about hydric soil. The Committee agreed, with the condition that Dave Gordon coordinate with 
Agent LaBelle on the specific location. In his email, he also invited any interested members of the 
Conservation Commission to participate. 
 
Agent LaBelle provided an update on proposed bylaw changes, noting that she has met with the Bylaw 
Review Committee and the Finance Committee, and is optimistic that they will recommend the bylaw for 
a vote at the Fall Town Meeting. She hopes to meet with Commissioners Radner and DeAvila as a 
subcommittee for a final review of the changes. Additionally, she mentioned working with a 
representative from the Charles River Watershed Association to assess the town’s rules and regulations 
and suggest updates to improve climate resilience. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:50 pm. 
 


