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Minutes of December 5,  2024 

 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and given the current prohibitions on gatherings imposed by 
Governor Baker’s March 23, 2020 “Order Assuring Continued Operation of Essential Services in the 
Commonwealth, Closing Workplaces, and Prohibiting Gatherings of More than 10 People,” this public 
hearing was conducted virtually, as allowed by Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 “Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open Meeting Law,” G.L. c. 30A, §20. 
 
The following Commissioners were present: 

Tim Puopolo, Chair 
Erik DeAvila, Vice Chair  
Nathan Gauthier, Clerk 
Stephanie Radner, Associate 
Leigh Hafrey, Associate 
Elena Taurasi, Associate 

 
The following Commissioners were absent:  
 
The following Staff were present: 

Meredith LaBelle, Conservation Agent 
 
The following Applicants and/or Representatives were present: 

Stephen Downey, applicant for 34 & 42 Arrowhead Lane 
Philip Basdekis, applicant for 49 Jersey Street 
Alena Peliplinko, applicant for 93 Alden Street 
Tim Gorman, representative for 35-41 Roosevelt Road 

 
  
Chair Puopolo called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40 and the Dedham Wetlands Bylaw. 
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AGENDA:  
1. Public Comment 

 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor for any conservation questions or general comments from 
members of the public. He received no responses. 
 
2. Project Update - Mishkan Tefila Cemetery – 5 Lower East St – Violation Update 

2.1. Moved to the December 5, 2024 Meeting.  
 
 
3. New Applications 

3.1.  34 & 42 Arrowhead Lane – RDA 2024-21 – Tree Removals 
 
Stephen Downey, the applicant, stated that there are trees located on adjacent conservation land to his 
house and overhang his roof. Three trees will be addressed: one tree will be entirely removed, while the 
other two will have limbs pruned. The tree species include one dead Ash tree and two Red Maples. 
Commissioner DeAvila recommended leaving a Red Maple snag on the property. Commissioner Radner 
also suggested leaving the Ash tree on the land to prevent the spread of the emerald ash borer beetle to 
other areas. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner DeAvila motioned to issue Negative Determination for RDA 2024-21. Commissioner 
Radner seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
 
4. Request for Certificate of Compliance  

4.1. 49 Jersey Street – DEP 141-0596 – New Garage & Driveway 
 
Agent LaBelle reported that a final site inspection was completed, confirming that everything matches the 
original permit specifications. Stormwater Manager Hogan also found no issues during his review. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to issue Certificate of Compliance for DEP 141-0596. Commissioner 
DeAvila seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
 

4.2. 93 Alden Street– DEP 141-0532 – Addition to SFD 
 
Alena Peliplinko, the applicant for 93 Alden Street, stated that the project has now been completed. 
Originally, there was a proposed garage, but due to an issue, it was not built, and they prioritized 
constructing the house instead. The entrance of the house was reconfigured to face the driveway at the 
front, rather than the side. Ms. Peliplinko mentioned that this change was beneficial because the side of 
the house would create puddles when it rained. With assistance from Joe Flanagan, the road was 
reconfigured to help mitigate stormwater runoff away from the house. The current conditions are more 
favorable, with more grass, trees, and shrubs planted to offset the increased pavement area. 
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Chair Puopolo inquired about the rain garden and its functionality. Ms. Peliplinko explained that the 
original plan was for a bowl shape, but heavy rainstorms caused erosion, flattening the shape and 
requiring occasional shoveling of dirt. 
 
Agent LaBelle noted that the plantings in the rain garden looked great and that additional trees in the 
buffer zone area helped with mitigation. Ms. Peliplinko mentioned that establishing ground cover with 
grass has been challenging due to wildlife eating the seeds, although the dogwood trees have been 
growing quickly. Commissioner Radner suggested that since the area is a resource area, allowing it to 
become overgrown is acceptable, and that native grass seed mixes can take time to germinate properly. 
Commissioner DeAvila recommended leaving leaves in place to retain soil moisture, which would help 
protect the low shrubs and ground cover. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to Issue Certificate of Compliance for DEP 141-0532. Commissioner 
Radner seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 

 
4.3. 35-41 Roosevelt Rd – DEP 141-0559 – New SFD 

 
Tim Gorman, representing 35-41 Roosevelt Rd, provided an overview of the project. He began by 
discussing the successful mitigation of invasive plants, which have not reappeared. The homeowner has 
maintained the plantings in the rain garden, and they have thrived. Agent LaBelle noted that the Order of 
Conditions required a 75% survival rate for the plantings. Currently, they have planted more than 
necessary, and the garden is in good condition. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Radner motioned to Issue Certificate of Compliance for DEP 141-0559. Commissioner 
DeAvila seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
5. Minutes 

 
Commissioner DeAvila made a motion to approve the minutes for the 11/21 meeting as drafted. 
Commissioner Gauthier seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All 
Commissioners present voted “aye” and the motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
6. Open Space and Recreation Subcommittee Update 
 
Commissioner DeAvila reported that the Subcommittee met with Jeremy Rosenberger (Planning Zoning & 
Natural Resources Director) to discuss the Open Space Master Plan Update and the grant application to 
fund the consultants. It is estimated that the grant from the Metropolitan Area Planning Council will be 
$30,000-$40,000, with $10,000 coming from the town, which will be reimbursed through another grant 
from the Executive Office of Energy and Environment. This funding will support the work needed for the 
2026 update. 
 
He also noted that the Select Board and ConCom still have two open seats for members at large. 
Additionally, ConCom can establish hours of operation for properties owned by the town. 
 
Agent LaBelle followed up by asking the Commission if they wanted to establish a Conservation Land 
Policy for properties under the Conservation Commission’s jurisdiction. This policy would address public 
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inquiries, such as hunting on ConCom land, and provide regulations for activities like mountain biking and 
trail creation. Agent LaBelle emphasized that having such a policy would be a good starting point for 
providing public guidelines and posting them on the website, which could help prevent future violations. 
 
Commissioner Gauthier mentioned that this policy could provide an enforcement mechanism when 
people submit projects near ConCom land. It could also be beneficial for inventorying town land and 
providing guidelines for parking, for example. 
 
 
7. Agent’s Report  
 
Agent LaBelle reported that the new school at 780 Washington St is experiencing issues with its detention 
basin, which is not infiltrating water properly. A layer of peat is likely preventing infiltration. The current 
proposal is to excavate the peat layer to a depth of about 4 feet and fill the area with crushed stone. This 
work will remain within the detention basin and will not expand the limit of work. Agent LaBelle asked the 
commissioners for any questions or concerns. Commissioner DeAvila requested a final as-built plan to 
verify the completed basin. Commissioner Radner expressed concern that removing the peat could 
release greenhouse gas emissions and advised against digging it out. Commissioner DeAvila 
recommended that the applicant attend a ConCom meeting with their Wetland Scientist to develop an 
alternative strategy. The excavation would cover approximately 1,000 square feet. Agent LaBelle stated 
she would request that the applicant attend the next meeting. 
 
Agent LaBelle also raised a question about the Shuttlesworth property. Ed Musto has proposed installing a 
3-foot retaining wall on the left side of the driveway to create a barrier between the wetlands and the 
driveway. Currently, natural erosion is occurring, and with ongoing construction and future use of the 
driveway, a retaining wall could be beneficial. The Commissioners recommended this be a formal request 
for modification to address further questions and ensure the work remains within the established limits. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:37 pm. 
 


