Dedham Sustainability Advisory Committee

December 18, 2024

*Attendees:* Andy Belden, Emily Walton, David Costello, Micheal DeWinter, Leo Lainez,
Leigh Hafrey, Deb Harrison, David Ward

1. Approval of Minutes

The meeting minutes from the November 2024 meeting were reviewed and accepted.

2. Public Comments

No members of the community joined the call.

3. Payas You Throw
- The committee discussed the role they will play in this decision.
- Rana will check in with Leon.
- Leo mentioned that the Select Board will send questions to the committee to answer.
- Leon did not raise any questions that need to be addressed.

- The committee will wait for questions from the Select Board and consider putting together
their own research.

4. Climate Leader Program Update
- Leo worked with Rona to get signatures on the grant and submitted it.

- The committee will receive an update after the holiday, but there is no timeline from the
state.

5. Sustainability Vendor Policy

- The committee reviewed the internal language on impartiality.



- Leo spoke to the Council, and the document is for internal consumption only.

- The committee decided to keep the language as is.

6. Permanent Chair Position
- Leo provided a recommendation from Nancy Baker.
- The committee discussed the benefits and drawbacks of having a permanent chair.

- Deborah will be the next acting chair.

7. Old/New Business

- Leo mentioned Alan Gordon's work on banning plastic bags and styrofoam containers in
Dedham.

- The committee discussed updating the ordinance to improve the plastic bag ban.

- David W. mentioned that the town is not meeting its energy reduction goals.

- Siemens has been working with the town and wants to present a Phase |l proposal to help
the town save money.

8. Next Meeting
- Date: January 8th

-Time: 7:00 pm



