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Minutes of December 19, 2024 

 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and given the current prohibitions on gatherings imposed by 
Governor Baker’s March 23, 2020 “Order Assuring Continued Operation of Essential Services in the 
Commonwealth, Closing Workplaces, and Prohibiting Gatherings of More than 10 People,” this public 
hearing was conducted virtually, as allowed by Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 “Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open Meeting Law,” G.L. c. 30A, §20. 
 
The following Commissioners were present: 

Tim Puopolo, Chair 
Nathan Gauthier, Clerk 
Leigh Hafrey, Associate 
Elena Taurasi, Associate 

 
The following Commissioners were absent:  

Erik DeAvila, Vice Chair  
Stephanie Radner, Associate 

 
The following Staff were present: 

Meredith LaBelle, Conservation Agent 
 
The following Applicants and/or Representatives were present: 

Ed Musto, Applicant for 20 Shuttleworth Place 
Brandon Carr, PE, Diprete Engineering, Representative for 95 Eastern Ave 
Luke DiStefano, P.E., Bohler Engineering, Representative for 780 Washington Street 

  
Chair Puopolo called the meeting to order at 7:18 pm in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40 and the Dedham Wetlands Bylaw. 
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AGENDA:  
1. Public Comment 

 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor for any conservation questions or general comments from 
members of the public. He received no responses. 
 
2. Re-vote on Lowder St Land Donation 
There was a minor change to the deed that clarifies the language regarding the protected private property 
adjacent to the land donated to the Conservation Commission. Due to this minor change, the Town 
Council recommended revoting on accepting the donation with the updated format. 
 
Commissioner Hafrey motioned to accept the deed of land to the town for conservation and passive 
recreation use as provided in that modification of certification of action issued by the Planning Board 
and filled with the Town Clerk On May 9th, 2024, for a Planned Residential Development at 146,188, and 
216 Lowder St and 125 Stony Lea Road, and set forth in the deed presented to the Commission for this 
vote. Commissioner Taurasi seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All 
Commissioners present voted “aye”, except for Commissioner Gauthier who abstained, and the motion 
passed by a 3-0 vote. 
 
 
3. Project Update - Mishkan Tefila Cemetery – 5 Lower East St – Violation Update 
 
Moved to the January  16, 2025 Meeting.  
 
 
4. Request for Certificate of Compliance 

4.1. 75 Icehouse Lane f/k/a 28 Mac’s Pl – DEP 141-0533 – New SFD (Re-issuance of COC to correct 
error) 

 Applicant: Timothy Chan 
 
Commissioner Puopolo explained that the Certificate of Compliance (COC) was previously approved and 
issued in 2019. However, there was a clerical error in the certificate where the DEP file number 0533 was 
mistyped as 0553. To correct this error, a revote is needed to reissue the COC with the correct DEP file 
number. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Gauthier motioned to reissue Certificate of Compliance with corrected DEP File number 
for DEP 141-0533. Commissioner Hafrey seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. 
All Commissioners present voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
 
5. Request for Minor Modification  

5.1. 20 Shuttleworth Place – DEP 141-0548 – New SFD 
Applicant: Ed Musto 

 
Edward Musto, owner and applicant of 20 Shuttleworth Place, explained that during the past two years of 
working on the site, he noticed a 2-3 foot drop-off on the westerly side of the entrance on the right of 
way, which is Shuttleworth Place. Mr. Musto explained he would like to install a retaining wall to stabilize 
the ground and control erosion on the westerly side of the driveway, spanning about 100 feet. Chair 
Puopolo asked if this modification would address erosion problems or add aesthetic value. Mr. Musto 
responded that it would primarily address the safety issue of a car potentially falling into the ditch or 
drop-off on the west side of the driveway. 
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Chair Puopolo followed up with a question about the choice between using a wall or similar fencing. Mr. 
Musto explained that the wall would abut the driveway, preventing erosion in the right of way and 
stabilizing the ground on the other side. Most of the stone and materials needed are already on site. The 
fence will be placed on the left side of the roadway. 
 
Commissioner Hafrey asked for clarification about installing the wall with a lighting setup, noting that the 
primary concern was visibility of the ditch and drop-off. Mr. Musto responded that the wall would address 
the safety issues related to stabilization. The lighting would illuminate the fence to help people navigate 
the property, as there is currently no available light. 
 
Chair Puopolo inquired about stormwater-related matters, specifically whether the wall would have 
features to help infiltrate water. Mr. Musto responded that there would be 6-10 inches of base stone to 
support the wall, and filter fabric would be installed on the back side with crushed stone on top. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Hafrey motioned to approve the minor modification for DEP 141-0596. Commissioner 
Gauthier seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 

5.2. 95 Eastern Avenue – DEP 141-0571 – New Commercial Development 
Applicant: Dedham TIC Partners, LLC/WBR, LLC//     Representative: Brandon Carr, PE, Diprete Engineering 
  
Brandon Carr, P.E. from Diprete Engineering, introduced the project, which was approved two years ago 
for a five-story, 120-room hotel. The site is currently an entirely paved parking lot with existing 
stormwater systems that are not functioning well. The Zoning Board of Appeals initially denied the 
construction due to a required height variance. However, the ZBA and the Planning Board have since 
reapproved the project with modifications, reducing it from a five-story to a four-story hotel. The 
proposed modifications are outside the 200-foot Riverfront Area and the 100-foot buffer to BVW. The 
building's southern portion was extended by 25 feet, resulting in the removal of 12 parking spaces. 
Overall, the project will slightly decrease impervious surfaces by approximately 22 square feet. Sidewalks 
and ramps will be reconfigured, and snow storage will be relocated to a different area of the plaza, not on 
this lot. 
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Taurasi motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance for DEP 141-0571. Commissioner 
Hafrey seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present voted 
“aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 

 
5.3. 780 Washington Street – DEP 141-0611 – New Commercial Development 

 Applicant: Chris Fazendin, The Gardner School         Representative: Luke DiStefano, P.E. Bohler 
 
Luke DiStefano, P.E. from Bohler, introduced the project, noting that it was approved by the Commission 
last year and construction is nearly complete. However, they identified that the retention basin on the 
east side of the property is not draining within the intended 72 hours. There are two possible reasons for 
this issue: continuous water flow from runoff via the stone beneath the retaining wall, and the presence 
of a peat layer beneath some sand and gravel on which the basin sits. 
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To address this, they propose installing a trench drain along the wall to mitigate runoff entering the basin 
and direct it into the wetland, as it is already pre-treated. Additionally, they plan to add a 50-foot 
underdrain in the center of the basin to aid water infiltration. This will require removing about 8 cubic 
yards of peat and another 11 cubic yards of sand and gravel. Chair Puopolo asked if the issue could be 
solely attributed to the system beneath the retaining wall or if other areas were contributing. Mr. 
DiStefano responded that the problem is a combination of runoff from the retaining wall and the peat 
layer. Agent LaBelle and Mr. DiStefano clarified that the solution would involve addressing both issues 
simultaneously. Chair Puopolo also shared some general comments about peat removal from 
Commissioner Radner, who could not attend the meeting tonight.  
 
Commissioner Puopolo opened the floor to comments from the public, but no comments were received. 
 
Commissioner Gauthier motioned to approve the minor modification for DEP 141-0611. Commissioner 
Taurasi seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners present 
voted “aye”, and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
6. Minutes 

 
Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to approve the minutes for the 12/05 meeting as drafted. 
Commissioner Taurasi seconded the motion. Commissioner Puopolo led a roll call vote. All Commissioners 
present voted “aye” and the motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
 
7. Agent’s Report  
 
Agent LaBelle did not have any updates to share with the Commission.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:37 pm. 
 


