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Minutes of August 18, 2025

The following Commissioners were present:

Nathan Gauthier, Clerk
Stephanie Radner, Associate
Elena Taurasi, Associate
Leigh Hafrey, Associate

The following Staff were present:

Meredith LaBelle, Conservation Agent
Bob Stanely, Parks & Recreation Director

The following Commissioners were absent:
Tim Puopolo, Chair
Erik DeAvila, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Yntema, Associate

The following members of the public were present:

Bernard Wiafe, volunteer and applicant for 180 Bussey Street
Ronald Wiley, resident and member of the Open Space and Recreation Subcommittee
Raven, resident and photographer documenting meeting

The Commissioners called the meeting to order at approximately 9:01 a.m. in accordance with the
Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40, the Dedham Wetlands Bylaw, and the Dedham
Stormwater Management Bylaw.

1. Site Visit: 180 Bussey Street (Condon Park)

The intent of the visit to Condon Park was to review a proposal from Bernard Wiafe, a resident volunteering
to improve the trails behind Condon Park. Since the proposed work would have potential impacts in
wetland buffer zones and the Riverfront Area to Motherbrook, Mr. Wiafe filed a Request for Determination
of Applicability with the Conservation Commission, which was discussed at their 8/7/25 meeting. The
Commissioners asked for more specific details on Mr. Wiafe's proposal, and they also requested that Mr.
Wiafe coordinate with Parks & Recreation as the property is under the custody of Parks and Recreation.
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Mr. Wiafe led the group to a location on the northernmost edge of the park, where he noted the slopes
down to Motherbrook create unsafe conditions for anyone walking in that part of the woods. The
Commissioners noted that there is a chain linked fence protecting a limited portion of the park from the
river, but the fence ends at a certain point. Mr. Wiafe explained that he put up temporary fencing to
prevent people from getting injured, and the Commission suggested that Parks & Recreation could look
into a more permanent solution. The Commission agreed that native plantings could help block the access
to the steep slope, and help stabilize the soils. The group also discussed whether this portion of the
wooded area would be a good spot for a trail - and they noted that because of the steep slopes a
successful, long term trail in this location would need to be engineered and likely couldn't be accomplished
by volunteers. The Commissioners agreed this could be a good candidate for a MassTrails grant to assist in
trail construction.

The Commissioners then visited the opposite side of the park, to the south, and inspected a small tributary
to Motherbrook that Mr. Wiafe described as stagnant. The Commissioners determined that the outfall may
be blocked by large boulders, and agreed to follow up with the Engineering Department to get some more

information on this outfall.

Mr. Wiafe then brought the Commissioners to the eastern part of the park, where the trails are more
established. The group discussed trash receptacles, and acknowledged that while they appreciated that Mr.
Wiafe had installed trash bins along the trails to help with the littering issue, they did not want to see bins
nailed to trees and wanted to come up with a more permanent solution. Mr. Stanley from Parks and Rec
agreed to have a town trash bin installed at the start of this trail on the field side, so that his crew could
routinely empty the trash can and so that it is visible from the field. Mr. Wiafe agreed to remove his bins
from the trees.

The Commission noted a downed log blocking the trail, which Mr. Wiafe and Mr. Wiley offered to remove,
to which the Commission agreed. Then, the Commission walked the trails toward Delapa plaza. The
Commission noticed an ~33,000 square foot (~0.75 acre) area of Town Land between the rear parking lot
behind Della Park Plaza that had been completely cleared of vegetation. It was determined that this was
completed last Thursday by crews from Parks & Recreation & DPW, and there may have been a
misunderstanding about what was intended to be "cleaned up". Agent LaBelle stated that this work was
completed within Riverfront Area without a permit and she would follow up with Mr. Stanley and Mr.
Flanagan about this violation and steps to restore vegetation. Commissioner Radner pointed out that it was
mostly invasive species and trash that were removed so even though they should have consulted with
Conservation before doing this work, there might be a benefit to having cleared the are if it is re-seeded
appropriately with native plant species.

The site visit ended with providing Mr. Wiafe some guidance on next steps with his open application. The
Commissioners suggested that Mr. Wiafe fine-tune his proposal based on what was discussed at the
meeting, then return to Commission once that is completed. The meeting adjourned at approximately
10:05 a.m.

Conservation Commission Page 2 of 2 05/15/24





