Dedham Human Rights Commission
Meeting Minutes September 18" ;2024 at 7:00 PM, Dedham Town Hall
and via Webinar

In attendance - Ellen Sandoval, Jim Kaufman, David Kassab, Lance
Hartford, Jason Sullivan, Lauren Peloquin, Maureen Hurley, Laura
McGowen

A motion was made by Lance to call the meeting to order - so moved and
seconded by everyone.

Public Comment — no public comment.

Approval of June Minutes - A motion to approve without edits was made
by Jim, Maureen seconded, all voted in favor.

New Members Update - There are at least two open spots that are
available from appointments from the Selectboard. Lance encouraged
everyone on HRC to reach out to community members who are interested
to submit an application to Assistant Town Manager Nancy Baker.

Potential 2026 Project- Lance recently met with Town Manager Leon
Goodwin to discuss what boards and committees does the Town of
Dedham staff and how the Human Rights Commission can play an active
role in increasing diversity among civic boards in Dedham. The potential
work plan outlines that the HRC establish a sub-committee within HRC to
explore finding resolution to the Towns 2024 study on Recruitment,
Retention Policies and Procedures with a DEI Assessment. Question was
asked if Selectboard and or Town of Dedham has a policy to promote
diversity among staff. Maureen asked if there was an standardization on
how open vacancies were advertised for Town positions. Ellen commented
on how to engage more people to want to participate in town civics. Lance
and Maureen will take the lead on Project Prososal and Lance will schedule
a meeting a Town Manager Leon Goodwin to discuss.



Proposed Dedham Times Editorial- The group discussed the proposed
article for the Dedham Time- Human Rights Commission Asks for Support.
Maureen suggested adding an introduction on who the Dedham Human
Rights Commission is. Jim suggested removing Human Rights Watch as a
specific resource mentioned in the editorial. Lance will make edits and
made a comment on making editorials more of a community effort.
Editorial was approved to be submitted to Dedham Times.

2026 Calender of Events - Human Rights Commission main events
include Pride Day Celebration, Juneteenth , MLK event and fundraising.
Lance asked if there were any other events that the Commission would like
to add and at this time were not. An agenda item for next meeting will be
who/how to divide the work up on each event.

October Elections- The goal is to hold elections next meeting. The open
positions are Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.

Old/New Business- Jim presented an article on the use of the National
Guard to patrol American Cities. Article will be discussed and voted on
next meeting in October. Laura suggests that we revisit Immigrants Rights
topic. Discuss Attorney General Guidance: Know your Rights: ICE
Enforcement. Laura mentioned that there will be a presentation on Monday,
September 29" in Duxbury. Laura also mentioned that Massachusetts
Human Rights Commission is sponsoring a Youth in Action Award in which
a student in grade 9-12 would receive $500. Laura will gather more
information and will discuss at next meeting.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 22nd at 7:00 pm.

A motion to adjourn was made by Lance, seconded by Jay, and passed
unanimously.






