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( Upcoming Dates to Remember )
Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025
Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025

Thanksgiving (Town Offices Closed)
Family Gratitude/Turkey Trot Sk

Cardboard Recycling Day (now
accepting more items!)

Christmas Eve (Town Offices Close at 1) Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2025

Saturday, Dec. 20, 2025

Christmas Day (Town Offices Closed) Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025
New Year's Day (Town Offices Closed) Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026
Saturday, April 11, 2026

Visit www.dedham-ma.gov/calendar or give us a call at Town Hall (781-751-
9100) for more info and dates to remember.

( Yard Waste Collection Dates ]

Please note the following curbside yard waste collection dates for
the rest of 2025, as designated by your regular recycling week
and day:

Annual Town Election

e December 2025:
o Gray Week: December 1 to December 5
o Maroon Week: December 8 to December 12

The full schedule is on page 2 of your 2025 Collections Guide and
on our website at www.dedham-ma.gov/Yard-Waste.

Note: There is no curbside trash/recycling/yard waste collection
on the following dates (holidays) and will result in a one day
delay:

 Thursday, November 27 (Thanksgiving Day)

e Thursday, December 25 (Christmas Day)

e Thursday, January 1 (New Year's Day)

(Utility Contact Information and Assistance Programs]

Eversource: 800-592-2000 or www.eversource.com

Community Electricity Aggregation: 833-461-0813 or
www.masscea.com/dedham

Fuel & Energy Assistance: Self Help Inc. at 508-588-5440 or
fuelassistance@selfthelpinc.org

Dedham-Westwood Water District: 781-329-7090 or
www.dwwd.org Low-income rate available for eligible residential
customers with 5/8" meters.

NeighborWorks Housing Grant (Limited Time): Assistance for
renters and homeowners facing financial hardship. Eligible
expenses include utility arrears, property tax arrears, HOA fees,
mortgage arrears, and moving costs. Visit
bit.ly/NHSDedhamGrant

RAFT (Housing Emergencies): Short-term funding for eviction,
foreclosure, and utility loss. Visit www.mass.gov or call 211.
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( New Hours at Town Hall/Ames Senior in 2026 j
Beginning January 2026, new hours take effect at Town Hall and
the Ames Senior Center:

e Wednesdays: Remain open until 7:00 PM

e Fridays: Close at 1:00 PM

These changes aépply year-round. All other weekday hours
remain unchanged.

We remain committed to providing continuous service to you. For
guestions about specific departments, please contact us anytime
uring business hours, leave us a message, or email us. We are

happy to help! Visit Www.dedham—ma.gov[contaot—us fora
dirtfa;:tory of phone numbers and emails for Town departments and
staff.

( Give Back This Holiday Season j

There are man¥| ways to support our community this holiday
season through giving programs led by the Dedham Public
Library, Youth Commission, and Council on Aging. Whether you're
donating items, volunteering your time, or participating in a drive, your
generosity makes a difference. Learn more about opportunities to give
back at www.dedham-ma.gov.

Contact Us

¢ Youth Commission: 781-751-9190

e Dedham Public Library (Main): 781-751-9284
e Council on Aging: 781-751-9495

( Disposal Information and Reminders ]

Excess Recycling Collection - Two Weeks:
Additional recycling will be collected on your regular recycling day
during the week of December 29 (Gray) and January 5 (Maroon).

e Overflow cardboard, paper, and recyclables may be placed in open
barrels, paper bags, or boxes outside your cart on your regular
collection day.

Christmas Tree Disposal
DPW curbside collection of trees begins in January. Remove all
decorations, lights, and plastic before placing at curb.

Compost Bins - Yard Waste and Food Waste
¢ Yard Waste Compost Bins: Dedham residents can order an Earth
Machine Compost Bin for $25.00 (payable by check) and begin
composting at-home food and yard waste today! Order one today at
www.dedham-ma.gov/compost or by calling 781-751-9100.
¢ NEW! FREE Composting Starter Kit for Residents
o Sign up for curbside food scrap collection with Black Earth
Compost and receive a FREE starter kit (valued at $39) including
a 13-gallon bin and liners—limited time offer!
o What You Can Compost: All food scraps, including meat,
bones, dairy, and food-soiled paper.
o Why Compost? Divert up to 30% of your trash from landfills
Whi?le creating nutrient-rich compost for local farms, gardens.
o Cost: As low as $2.31 per pick-up. Choose weekly or bi-weekly
service. If 300 households enroll, everyone saves up to 17%!
o Sign Up: Visit www.dedham-ma.gov/compost or
blackearthcompost.com

Recycling Questions
Unsure if an item you have is recyclable? Visit www.dedham-

ma.gov/recycle to search the "Recyclopedia” for tips!

(

Let’s Stay Connected!

e N
j Access and download copies

We are committed to keeping residents well-informed and continuously seek innovative ways to share
information in a consistent and reliable manner. Check us out on the following channels and reach out if you

have questions:

Town website and email blasts

Social media and Nextdoor

Dedham Times, Dedham TV, and local media
COA monthly newsletter

Utility bill inserts (like this onel)

Public meetings and community events

Signage at Town buildings and bulletin boards
CodeRed (Reverse 911) - Used for emergencies only!

Subscribe for email updates: www.dedham-ma.gov/connect or call us at Town Hall (Z81-751-2100)! N

of past inserts like this one by
scanning the QR below or by
visitin
www.dedham-

ma.gov/connect
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Deficit Reduction Plan Project: Progress
Update and Ways to Stay Engaged

The Town is working to study and address structural budget gaps
through a community-driven process to ensure long-term financial
stability while maintaining essential services.

Where We Are:
¢ V Collins Center Report completed by consultant team and
presented at recent public meetings to share list of options for
consideration and discussion (no decisions made to date;
informational presentations only)
= Copy of the consultant report available on the Town
Wegsite and Deficit Reduction Project Page
e v Community Survey gathered resident feedback on priorities
and services
= Final survey results and responses to be uploaded to the
Town website
¢ V Deficit Reduction Working Group established with elected
officials and Town staff; planning upcoming public forums
» Final forum dates to be added to Town website calendar
when finalized

Next Steps and Upcoming Dates:

¢ Thursday, November 20, 2025: Presentation of Community
Survey Results at Select Board Meeting, 6:30 PM

= How to Join: Hybrid (Town Hall'and Zoom)

e Winter 2025 / Early 2026: FY 2027 Capital Budget Hearings
Capital Expenditures Committee and Finance and Warrant
Committee

» How to Join Us: Hybrid (Town Hall and Zoom)

¢ Dates to be finalized: Community Forums on Deficit Reduction

Strategy and Community Survey Results
= Public forums scheduled to discuss budget priorities and
connect with Town officials - more info coming soon!

Stay Engaged:

Visit beheard.dedham-ma.gov/deficit-reduction for updates,
reports, meeting recordings, and ways to participate. Subscribe to
‘Town Finances" notifications to receive project updates and budget
alerts.

[ Have you heard of CareCab? j

The Town of Dedham is proud to offer hassle-free transportation to
vital support services. For eligible Dedham Residents 18+, we can
provide you with FREE rides to and from:

e Substance use recovery services AND
¢ Mental health resources

Let us help you get to where you need to go. Call/text 781-805-5712
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Dedham Public Schools Update
PreSchool & Kindergarten Registration 2026-2027

Registration information for the 2026-2027 school year is now
available for Dedham Public Schools.

PreSchool: Children who will be 3-4 on or before September 1,
2026 are eligible to be a Peer Model student in the Integrated
PreSchool Program. Pre-Registration is open November 13 -
December 14, 2025. Learn more about the program, peer models and
pre-registration here: ecec.dedham.k12.ma.us/preschool

Kindergarten: Welcome Dedham Class of 2039! Dedham children
who wil?be 5 years old by September 1, 2026 are eligible to join the
ECEC Kindergarten class in the Fall. Registration for Kindergarten
opens on January 2, 2026. Learn more about Kindergarten and begin
the registration process here: ecec.dedham.k12.ma.us/kindergarten

Child Find: It is the responsibility of the Dedham Public Schools to
identify any child who is a resident of Dedham who may have a
disability, regardless of the severity of the disability. CKiIdFind
Screenings in 2026: February 23; March 16; April 27. Learn More:
www.dedham.k12.ma.us/student-services/special-
education/child-find

( Veterans Services Office - We're Here to Help j

Are you a veteran or veteran's dependent in need of assistance?
The Dedham Veterans Services Office provides counseling on
benefits and assistance opportunities, helps with applications and
documentation, and supports employment searches.

Contact VSO Joe Hamilton for guidance on eligibility and
available resources:

e Phone: 781-751-9264

» Email: jhamilton@dedhamma.gov

* Visit the Office: Third Floor of Town Hall (450 Washington St)

( Learn More: Dedham Youth Commission j

The Dedham Youth Commission empowers Dedham's young people
through free programs, support, and opportunities for all ages. We
offer recreation and leadership programs like "The Spot" teen lounge,
Card Club, and LEGO Pre-K, plus FREE confidential mental health
services with licensed clinicians for youth and families. As a trusted
town resource, we collaborate with schools, families, and local
organizations to help young people grow into confident, capable, and
connected individuals.

Visit www.dedham-ma.gov/youthcommission to explore programs
and services or call us at 781-751-9190.

DYC offices, program spaces now located at Town Hall (Fourth Floor).

to book a ride. Learn more at www.dedham-ma.gov/Care-Cab. (This
program is made possible through BID Needham Community Health
Initiative grant funding.)

( Ladies Senior Social - Join Us! )

Meet new friends over coffee and dessert! Meets twice monthly,
Tuesdays 1-3 PM at Endicott Estate. More info: Annette Eddy, 781-
407-0914 or annetteddy®@icloud.com.

( Learn More: Council on Aging j

The Council on Aging provides services, programs, and resources for
Dedham residents age 55 and over at the Ames Senior Center.
Whether you're looking to get involved, access support services, or
connect with your community, we're here to help.

Contact us at 781-751-9495 or visit www.dedham-ma.gov/COA to
learn more and to read our monthly newsletter.

( Let’'s Stay Connected!

We are committed to keeping residents well-informed and continuously seek innovative ways to share
information in a consistent and reliable manner. Check us out on the following channels and reach out if you

have questions:

¢ Town website and email blasts

¢ Social media and Nextdoor

e Dedham Times, Dedham TV, and local media
e COA monthly newsletter

Subscribe for email updates: www.dedham-ma.gov/connect or call us at Town Hall (Z81-751-92100)!

Utility bill inserts (like this onel)

Public meetings and community events

Signage at Town buildings and bulletin boards
CodeRed (Reverse 911) - Used for emergencies only!

j New to Dedham?
Welcome!
Find local services, community
activities, and resources for
settling in at www.dedham-

ma.gov/NewResident
OXeGhom

Find Us on Social Media!
Town of Dedham, MA | @DedhamThrives
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