
HRC Meeting Minutes - November 20, 2025 

Attendees 

Lance Hartford, Jason Sullivan, Lauren Peloquin, Thomas Walsh, Laura MacGowan, (via web) 

Maureen Hurley (via web), Jim Kaufman, Ellen Sandoval, Clarissa Robyn, Vicki Castagnola. 

Public Comment 

● N/A 

October Meeting Minutes 

● Jason Sullivan made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Jim Kaufman. 

● All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

Communication & Submissions 

● Submission to the Dedham Times: The article on Due Process was submitted and 

published. The group discussed a single opposing comment that was subsequently 

submitted to the Times in response to the article. 

● New Article on Migrants and Refugees: Lance Hartford  wrote a new article regarding 

the recent Catholic Bishops Council's "Special Message" concerning the treatment of 

migrants and refugees. 

○ Lance had highlighted passages from the message that aligned with the Commission.. 

○ The group discussed introducing the selected passages as those "we found to be 

particularly poignant and compelling and applicable to our Human Rights mission." 

○ The group also suggested adding the line, "If you want to read the entire Special 

Message, you can read it here (link to article with online posts)" or by citing the name 

of the Special Message and the web address for printed versions. 

○ Action Item: Lance will make revisions to his drafted article. 

● Article Approval: Jason Sullivan made a motion to approve the submission of the revised 

article. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

● Member Engagement: Lance encouraged all members to pay attention to other articles 

and news items to help push the HRC's message forward, citing the need to educate the 

public about the issues the Commission is concerned about. 

● Coast Guard Policy Article: Maureen Hurley will draft a brief article about the Coast 

Guard's recent decision to allow service members to wear tattoos of swastikas, 

Confederate flags, and nooses, which had been previously banned. 

 

Funding Updates 

● Dedham Cultural Council Funding: Clarissa Robyn, Vicki Castagnola, Lance Hartford, 

and Kyle of Dedham Pride presented the grant submissions for the Human Rights 

Commission. 

○ We have not yet heard if our requests will be fulfilled. The Council was clear in stating 



they had many more requests than funds available. 

○ Action Item: To be proactive, Clarissa will apply for grant funds from Dedham Savings 

and/or Needham Savings. 

● Budget Status: Ellen Sandoval reported that we have no funds available for new events. 

○ We have a $1,000 balance, but that money has been earmarked for publishing the 

Community Resource Guide sponsored with the Dedham Public Library (DPL). 

○ The group had stopped communicating about the guide when the former library 

director resigned. 

○ Action Item: Lance will follow up with the new DPL director about the status of the 

resource guide. 

Potential Project with Town on Volunteer Resources 

● Maureen Hurley will follow up with the Town about the town database for Commissions and 

Boards. 

Facebook and Website Updates 

● Facebook: Laura MacGowan updated posts on the HRC Facebook page. Laura feels we 

need to update and reintroduce the page. We need to include updated images, articles, 

and events. 

○ Action Items: Maureen will help with the content update task. Clarissa will create some 

graphics to include on the page. 

● Town Website: Vicki Castagnola updated the HRC Town website by forwarding the names 

and terms of new members, copies of HRC minutes, and the articles submitted to the 

Dedham Times to Amanda for posting. 

MLK Day Event 

● Subcommittee Report: Ellen Sandoval reported for the subcommittee. 

● Theme: The theme will be “Building Communities of Hope.” 

● Focus: The focus will be on community service, as the holiday was created with this idea 

in mind. 

● Quote Suggestion: Tom suggested the MLK quote, “Everyone can be great because 

everyone can serve.” 

● Art Theme: The theme for art could be “What gifts I bring...” 

● Unifying Message: The overall unifying message will be the power of community service. 

● Time: The proposed time is 5:30 PM–7:00 PM, but may be extended based on the number 

of performers. 

MLK Event To-Do Assignments: 

● Food donations: Jason Sullivan 

● Monetary donations: Clarissa Robyn (Follow up with the Dedham and Needham Savings 

Banks) 

● Gift card donations (Whole Foods, Wegmans, Roche): Ellen Sandoval 

● Reynolds brothers about presenting: Clarissa Robyn 

● Organizations to reach out to about having a table and community service project: 



○ Food Pantry, Library: Vicki Castagnola 

○ Senior Center: (Needs assignment) 

○ DEF, DCEI: Clarissa Robyn 

○ Choral Society: Lance Hartford 

○ Mother Brook, Museum: Jim Kaufman 

● Schools to reach out to and invite to perform, attend and participate: 

○ Nobles: Lauren 

○ DCD, Rashi: Jim Kaufman 

○ Jackson Walnut Park School: Clarissa Robyn 

○ Ursuline: Thomas 

○ Dedham Public: Vicki Castagnola 

● Reach out about performances: 

○ Tanya’s Dance Center: Clarissa 

○ Dedham Choral Society: Lance 

○ Dedham High School Music: Vicki 

● Next MLK Subcommittee Meeting: The MLK Subcommittee will meet virtually on 

December 2nd at 7:30 PM. 

Old Business/New Business 

● Clarissa reported Tracy Franklin was voted to the Commission to fill the Select Board 

vacancy. Maureen corrected her position, stating she is the representative for the 

Commission on Disability. Lance was surprised that the Select Board had not notified the 

Commission. 

Next Meeting & Adjournment 

● Next HRC meeting: December 11th. 

● Lance suggested the meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded, and all voted in favor. 

The meeting adjourned. 

 


